into battle
countries have at last fused together in an open and unbreakable
alliance, based upon the closest military, naval and air co-operation.
And here is where I come to the main and urgent cause for the
Conscription Bill.
The two Western Parliamentary States have made it clear that
they do not take sides or seek to enlist others in the present quarrel
of rival ideologies. There is the Nazi-Fascist ideology, and the
Communist ideology. Britain and France are equally opposed to
both. The Parliamentary States think that small peoples, acting
within their rights, should not be trampled down by stronger ones.
They think that civilisation implies, in any society, the freedom to
criticise the government of the day; free speech ; free press ;
free thought; free religious observance; no racial persecution;
fair treatment of minorities; and courts of law and justice which
have an authority independent of the executive and untainted by
party bias. These are ideals which centre around the League of
Nations. These are the hopes of the world. These are the means
by which an abundant prosperity would come to this generation.
Are they to be dubbed a mere " ideology " ? On the contrary, they
represent that sober, decent, righteous middle path, which not only
the majority of nations, but the vast majority in every nation would
desire to follow. They are well worth defending over all Europe
as long as it is possible to defend them.
Nazi propaganda in France continues unceasing. " England,"
they say, "will fight to the last French soldier." Yet if
Gibraltar were attacked, France would declare war on Germany,
and her Army—which comprises five million trained men—
would stand under fire generously because a British fortress had
been attacked. True, we similarly should declare war if French
territory were attacked. But one must think of the feelings of the
average French soldier, marching with millions of his comrades on
what might be a quarrel deliberately picked with us. The French
do not easily understand that an island people who have not seen
the watch fires of a hostile camp on their own soil for a thousand
years have deep prejudices against militarism, and are historically
attached to the voluntary system. They only know that they
would have to stand for many terrible months against the German
Army, and that we were not willing to put our prejudices aside,
or depart from our normal system. They would not think it fair,
and it would not have been fair.
If such insidious propaganda drove a wedge between the two
countries, our ruin would be both speedy and final. The principle
of Collective Security implies an equally loyal self-sacrifice ofiered
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